EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION	#         49
There remains for me now only one ticklish question
to answer. In a most ingenious manner the writer has com-
pared the English arrogation of the right of becoming tutors
to the whole world to my views on relations between married
people. But the comparison does not hold good. The mar-
riage bond involves seeing each other only by mutual
agreement. But surely abstention requires no consent.
Married life would be intolerable, as it does become, when
one partner breaks through all btmds of restraint. Marriage
confirms the right of union between two partners to the
exclusion of all the others when in their joint opinion they
consider such union to be desirable. But it confers no right
upon one partner to demand obedience of the other to one's
wish for union. What should be done when .one partner on
moral or other grounds cannot conform to the wishes of the
other is a separate question. Personally, if divorce was the
only alternative, I should not hesitate to accept it, rather
than interrupt my moral progress—assuming that I want
to restrain myself on purely moral grounds.
Young India, 8-10-1925
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EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION
A Danish friend sends me translation of extracts from
an^article printed in Gads Danske Magasin. The heading he
has given to the extracts is "European Civilization and
Gandhi". In adopting his heading for Young India I have
omitted my name, as I have omitted references to my views
in the extracts. My views are nothing new to the readers
of Young India. Here is the translation received:
"Europe boasts of her civilization, her Christian civilization.
The triumphant career of the White race throughout the earth,
is the watchword of the time.
A triumphant career of the race—that is true. But of Civili-
zation, Humanity, Christianity? Justice turns her face away and
weeps.

